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OBITUARY 


ICHIRO MATSUI 


A short biography of I. Matsui (born Apr. 1, 1921, Nagoya, Japan; deceased 
Dec. 17, 1987, same place; amateur odonatologist, staff member of a construction 
company) and a brief evaluation of his odonatological work are followed by his 
odonatological bibliography (1951-1988). A portrait is also provided. 

On December 17, 1987, Ichiro Matsui passed 
away suddenly at the age of 66, at a hospital near 
his home in Nagoya City. He had been one of the 
leading odonatologists in Japan, and bis death is 
much deplored. 

ICHIRO MATSUI was born in Higashi-ku, 
Nagoya, Aichi Prefecture, on April 1,1921. Since 
his boyhood he was much interested in drag¬ 
onflies. After graduation from the Aichi Pre- 
fectural Meirin Middle School in 1938, he 
worked with the Section of Commerce & In¬ 
dustry of the Aichi Prefectural Government. 
After World War II he became a member of the 
Communist Party of Japan, and served on a 
committee of the Eastern Region of the Party. On 
the occasion of the "Red Purge” he was purged in 
1950, dismissed from government service, and 
experienced many difficulties in adjusting to a 
new way of life. The circumstances forced him to abandon his odonatological 
library, and it was only after a stretch of time that he succeeded in getting a 
position with a construction company. 

His first dragonfly work appeared early in 1951 and dealt with the odonate 
fauna of the Nagoya area, with special reference to the ancient iconography, 
"Seirei-fu” by Jakusouan Yoshida. On December 19,1956 he issued a "Japanese 
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odonatological bibliography ” published by his ”Tombo Dokokai”(= Dragonfly 
Lovers’ Association), where the first part of his ”Odonata” has also appeared 
on April 1, 1957. 

The activities of ’Tombo Dokokai” preceded those of the well known "Society 
of Odonatology, Tokyo”, established by Dr S. Asahina in October, 1957. This 
was the first formal odonatological organisation in Japan and, most likely, in the 
world. Ichiro Matsui was an accomodating person and many fellow odonato- 
logists gathered together around him, and the work of many of these was often 
much influenced by him. The Association changed its name to ”Naka-nihon 
Tombo Danwakai” (= Central Japan Research Group of Odonatology). The 
"Kansai Tombo Danwakai” (= Kansai Research Group of Odonatology) was 
established in 1962, inspired by Matsui’s group. 

He joined the Society of Odonatology, Tokyo, became a member of the 
International Odonatological Society (S.I.O.) in 1972, and of the Kansai Re¬ 
search Group of Odonatology as well as of the Nagoya Society of Entomology. In 
all these organisations he worked devotedly for the societies and for the members. 

Matsui conducted many survey trips and was a keen observer. The results of 
his work were published in numerous papers. Most of his time, though, he 
devoted to the accumulation of collection data of Japanese species, which are 
scattered in many, often not readily available local periodicals. His bibliographic 
works were published four times (1953c, 1956c & 1958a, 1970a & 1971a, 1974a, b 
& 1975a, with a supplement: 1977), and were followed by his 1976 distribution 
atlas characterised by Dr. S. ASAHINA (1988, Napi News 218: 1) as a pioneer 
work in this field. 

In his early days, Ichiro caught a macromiid at Moriyama-cho, Aichi Pre¬ 
fecture (now Moriyama-ku in Nagoya City), which turned out to be a new species 
and was described in 1949 by TEIICHI OKUMURA(A/flr5www^/3:120-121)as 
Macromia daimoji. He also found a new gomphid, that was handed over to 
SYOZIRO ASAHINA, who described and named it in 1951 ( Kontyu 19: 17) as 
Gomphus (now Stylurus) nagoyanus. With YUKIO YAMAMOTO he dis¬ 
covered the larva of Trigomphus ogumai t and it was his specimens that were used 
by Dr S. ASAHINA (1957, Shin-Konchu I0[4]: 56-62) in his study of the 
Japanese gomphid larvae. 

Next to odonatology, Matsui was much interested in astronomy. In 1985 he 
visited the Okinawa Islands to see Halley’s comet. 

As from September, 1987 he seems to have been aware of his bad health. At the 
Annual Meeting bf the Nagoya Society of Entomology, held on November 14 of 
that year, he looked haggard and some participants noticed that his face had 
turned yellowish owing to jaundice. On the 23rd of that month, he attended a 
conference relative to the publication of the book, Insects of Aichi Prefecture” 
and mentioned casually to YASUO TAKASAKI that he was scheduled for 
surgery. The. operation took place in the afternoon of December 16. It lasted 
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several hours — but Ichiro’s weakened body could not endure it. He passed away 
at 3 AM in the morning of the next day. As it became known later, it was 
"common bile duct cancer” that was responsible for Ichiro’s much too early 
departure from us. 

Somebody called him ’’Tombo-sennin”, which may be translated as 
"Dragonfly hermit” or "-anchorite” Many fellow odonatologists have been 
attracted by his character, therefore Nagoya became an important centre of 
odonatology in Japan. Tombo-sennin is gone, but his spirit will remain in the 
hearts of all odonatologists who had the privilege to know him and to work with 
him. 

ODONATOLOGICAL BIBLIOGRAPHY OF I. MATSUI 
( 1951 - 1988 )* 

1951a [Dragonfly fauna of the Nagoya area, with special reference to Jakusquan Yoshida’s 
"Seirei-fuT. Shin-Konchu A{\): 28-29. 

1951b [Dragonfly fauna of Nagoya District]. KakdchS 3(3-4): 32-34. 

1953a [Dragonfly fauna of the Nagoya area, with special reference to Jakusouan Yoshida’s 
"Seirei-fu"). KakdchS 5(22): 1-11. 

1953b [Bibliography on Japanese dragonflies]. KakdchS 5(22): 12-18. 

1955a [A story on dragonflies]. 22 pp. Higashiyama Municipal Park. 

1955b [Dragonflies]. 54 pp., 3 pis. Privately published. 

1955c [Rare dragonflies of Aichi Prefecture]. Shin-KonchQ 8(2): 44-45. 

I955d [Habitats of Sympetrum maculatum in Nagoya Prefecture]. Shin-KonchQ 8(6): 51-52. 
1956a [Dragonfly fauna of Aichi Prefecture (1)]. KakdchS 8(27): 1-7. 

1956b [Observation guide: dragonflies]. 84 pp., 1 pi. Privately published. 

1956c [Japanese odonatological bibliography (I)\ 35 pp. Tombo Dokokai, Nagoya. 

1957a [Dragonflies of Okinawa]. Akitu 6:21-22. 

1957b [Egg stage of Odonata]. Akitu 6: 22. 

1958a [Japanese odonatological bibligoraphy (!!) 1957 ed]. 4 pp. Tombo Dokokai, Nagoya. 
1958b [Dragonflies of Nagoya District past and present]. Shin-Konchu 11(9): 16-17. 

1959 [Dragonflies around Gifu City (1)]. KakdchS 11(39): 6-9. 

1960 Capture of a male specimen of Tramea limbata in Aichi Prefecture. Tombo 3(3-4): 29. 

1961 [Some doubtful points in the odonate records of "Report of the Survey Committee of 
Natural Science, Central Japan"]. Kakdcho 12(41): 34-35. 

1962 (TAKASAKI, Y. & —) Description of the larva of Somatochlora arctica found in Japan. 
Tombo 5(1-4): 18-20. 

1963 Pantala flavescens seeking to alight. Tombo 6(3-4): 30. 

1965a ["Obelisk-like posture” of Sympetrum risi risi]. KakdchS 17(63): 110. 

1965b [A new locality of Platycnemis foliacea sasakii]. Kakdcho 17(63): 112. 

1966a [Indolestes peregrinus]. KakdchS 18(68): 160. 

1966b A new locality of Platycnemis foliacea sasakii in Aichi Prefecture. Tombo 9(1-4): 27. 
1966c [Dragonflies of Kiso Valley, mainly based on literature records]. New Insect 10(27). 

1969 [Macromia daimoji caught at Hirukawa-mura, Gifu Prefecture]. Kakdcho 21(18): 258. 
1970a [Distribution tables of the Japanese dragonflies (I). Zygoptera and Anisozygoptera]. 55 pp., 
I Tab. Naka-nihon Tombo Danwakai, Nagoya. 

1970b [Distribution tables of the Japanese dragonflies (III). Anisoptera (II) Corduliidae, 

* All publications are in Japanese; save for 1960, 1963 and 1966b, they have no original English 
titles. 
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Macromiidae ]. 24 pp., 1 Tab. Naka-nihon Tombo Danwakai, Nagoya. 

1970c (TAKASAKI, Y. & — ) [An exhibition of Japanese dragonflies ]. 8 pp. Nagoya City 
Tsurumai Central Library, Nagoya. 

1971a [ Distribution tables of the Japanese dragonflies\ XII + 239 pp., 7 fold. Tabs. Naka-nihon 

Tombo Danwakai, Nagoya. 

1971b [Some dragonfly problems in Nagano Prefecture]. New Insect 15(3): 14-16. 

1972 [A bibliography and a distribution list of dragonflies of Nagano Prefecture (I)]. New Insect 
16(2): 1-25. 

1973 [A note on the Hokkaido dragonflies]. Nature & Insects 8(7): 28-29. 

1974a [Japanese odonatological bibliography. Part I. Hokkaido, Tohoku, Kanto, Ko-shin-etsu]. 

103 pp. Naka-nihon Tombo Danwakai, Nagoya. 

1974b [Japanese odonatological bibliography. Part II. Hokuriku, Kinki, Chugoku, Shikoku, 
Kyushu and Ryukyu ]. 139 pp. Naka-nihon Tombo Danwakai, Nagoya. 

1974c (—, N. SHIMIZU & K. UDONO) [Odonata of Johkoji, Aichi Prefecture]. Kakocho 

26(100): 101-104. 

1974d (—, N. SHIMIZU & K. UDONO) [Dragonflies of Tono District, Gifu Prefecture(1)]. New 
Insect 18(1): 11-22. 

1974e [Odonate fauna of Otsuki, Izumo, Shimane Prefecture]. New Insect 18(2): 9-13. 

1975a [Japanese odonatological bibliography Part III. Tokai District]. 66 pp. Nakanihon Tombo 
Danwakai, Nagoya. 

1975b (—, Y. TAKASAKI, M. ITO & Y. EGUCHI) [Insects of Kasugai (])]. 43 pp. Municipality 
of Kasugai, Kasugai. 

1976 [Distribution atlas of Japanese Odonata]. 98 pp. Naka-nihon Tombo Danwakai, Nagoya. 

1977 [Japanese odonatological bibliography, a supplemental volume]. 77 pp. Nakanihon 
Tombo Danwakai, Nagoya. 

1978a [A late record of Pantala flavescens]. Kakocho 30(113): 15. 

1978b [Two notes on dragonflies]. Nature & Insects 13(5): 31-32. 

1978c [Dragonflies observed at the back of Mt. lbuki]. Nature & Insects 13(5): 31-32. 

1979 [Dragonflies in the Japanese ancient literature: Kojiki and Nihonshoki]. Nature & Insects 
14(6): 28-29. 

1980 [A new locality and a behaviour of Platycnemis foliacea sasakii in Aichi Prefecture]. 
Nature & Insects 15(14): 5. 

1981 a [Occasional essays: "Suisei-mushi” (Living mellowly, die in dream-words of a lotus eater)]. 

162 pp. Naka-nihon Tombo Danwakai, Nagoya. 

1981b [Occasional essays: "Suisei-mushi” — twaddles of a paradise dragonfly (happy-go-lucky 
fellow)]. 164 pp. Naka-nihon Tombo Danwakai, Nagoya. 

1983 [Piffles: "Ah! Ko-kana, ko-kana!" — Sequel to the twaddles of a paradise dragonfly]. 100 
pp. Naka-nihon Tombo Danwakai, Nagoya. 

1984 [Causeries: "Shikashite tombo kana!” — End of the twaddles of a paradise dragonfly]. 162 
pp. Naka-nihon Tombo Danwakai, Nagoya. 

1987 [Does Sympetrum darwinianum also show mass migration?]. Napi News 215: 7. 

1988 [Dragonflies of the northern part of Chita Peninsula, Aichi Prefecture]. Kakocho 40( 153): 
15. 


Portrait on p. 215 taken by Masahito AIDA 
on 13 May, 1984 at Tarui-cho, Gifu Prefecture 
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